
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

 OFFICE OF NATIONAL DRUG CONTROL POLICY 

 Washington, D.C. 20503 
 

September 20, 2021 

 

 

Mita M. Johnson, EdD, LPC, MAC, SAP, CTHP-II, President  
NAADAC, the Association for Addiction Professionals 

44 Canal Center Plaza, Ste 301 

Alexandria, VA 22314 
 

Dear Ms. Johnson: 

 

Earlier this month, President Biden issued a Presidential Proclamation to recognize the 

September as National Recovery Month – a time to celebrate the millions of Americans who have 

achieved recovery and reaffirm our commitment to helping more Americans overcome substance 

use disorder and reach recovery.   

This year’s theme, “Recovery is For Everyone: Every Person, Every Family, Every 

Community,” is meant to drive home the point that recovery is possible for all Americans. This 

Administration strongly believes that message and that’s why, as part of our first-year drug policy 

priorities, we are working to expand access to recovery support services for everyone, including 

underserved communities and advancing recovery-ready workplaces. 

National Recovery Month is also a time to recognize the individuals who commit their 

lives to serve others on the many pathways to recovery. As President Biden said, “In the face of 

unprecedented challenges this past year, our Nation’s health care providers have delivered 

essential care and hope to individuals, families, and communities in need.  On the frontlines of the 

addiction epidemic, they have ensured our Nation’s system of care remains intact, facilitating 

treatment and recovery.” 

On September 20, 2021, National Addiction Professionals’ Day, we recognize the 

thousands of Americans, including addiction counselors, administrators, social workers, peer 

recovery specialists, health care workers, first responders, and others working who are active in 

counseling, prevention, intervention, treatment, education and research. Their tireless 

efforts have helped save lives and support both communities and families. 

There is much more work that needs to be done to support addiction professionals and the 

people for whom they care. To ensure this essential care is available to everyone who needs it, 

President Biden’s FY2022 Budget proposal would provide $10.7 billion to expand access to 

substance use prevention, treatment, harm reduction, and recovery support services.  

On behalf of the Biden-Harris Administration, I extend my deepest thanks and gratitude to 

all addiction professionals for their dedication to service, compassion, and excellence.  I am 

inspired by your experiences and work in the pursuit of our common goals to address addiction 

and the overdose epidemic.  

 



Recovery is possible for more Americans when we come together and support each other. 

I continue to support those on the frontlines working every day to strengthen our communities. 

Together, we will continue to make progress.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Regina M. LaBelle 

Acting Director 

 

cc:  Cynthia Moreno-Tuohy, Executive Director, NAADAC 


