
Ethical Scenarios for Recovery Community Organizations 

Scenario 1 Lola & Tina 

Lola volunteers as a Recovery Coach for Recovery Communities of South End, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit RCO 
unaffiliated with any treatment organization. 

Lola used to be in the same homegroup with Tina. They went to treatment together. After a long and 
dangerous return to use, Tina has just reengaged in the recovery process, and Lola has been assigned to 
be Tina’s Recovery Coach. Lola coaches 5 other women at RCSE. Tina has extra tickets to the Beyoncé 
concert and asks if Lola will drive her to the concert in return for the extra ticket. What will Lola do? 

 

Scenario 2 Tom & Jim 

Tom is the outreach coordinator (paid staff) at Moonbeam Recovery Community Center, a nonprofit RCC 
unaffiliated with any treatment organization. 

One of Tom’s favorite participants, Jim, is finally getting married. Jim invites Tom to the church wedding 
and to the reception being held at a fancy restaurant downtown. What will Tom do? 

 

Scenario 3 Travis & Donna 

Travis is the Executive Director of Recovery Community of West End. RCWE is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit RCO 
with 11 employees and 20 volunteers at two RCC’s. 

Donna is Travis’s ex-girlfriend and she volunteers at RCWE in the business office. Donna recently had a 
return to use and told Travis about it. She went out for two days and is back doing the deal. Donna 
doesn’t want anyone at RCWE to know because she says it’s her business and all she’s not a Recovery 
Coach anymore anyway. What will Travis do? 

 

Scenario 4 Donald & Bob 

Donald has worked at the Rock & Roll Recovery Community Center as a Recovery Coach for 5 years. 
Donald is a NC Certified Peer Support Specialist. 

Donald experienced a very brief return to use when he travelled home for his mother’s funeral. Because 
the return to use was so brief, he decides not to tell the organization. Bob is his best friend and fellow 
Recovery Coach, so he tells Bob. What will Bob do? 

 

Scenario 5 Emma & Madeline 

Emma is the Recovery Coach Supervisor at Moonbeam Recovery Community Center, and Madeline is a 
newly hired Recovery Coach. 

Madeline has been in recovery for three years and has just finished a two-year degree in Human 
Services at the community college. Emma was delighted with Madeline’s resume and she had a great 
interview. Emma finds out that Madeline has been taking prescribed Suboxone for two years. What will 
Emma do? 


