
A Celebration to Remember: 
Annual Conference Highlights

By Jessica Gleason, Director of Communications

“ I commend NAADAC for its commit- 
ment to prevention, intervention, 
quality treatment and recovery 
support, and I am very pleased to congratulate your 
organization on 40 years of exemplary service. NAADAC 
members support individuals on a daily basis by helping 
them work toward a life of recovery and then continue life 
substance-free. Addiction and substance abuse rob our citi-
zens and their loved ones of happy, fulfilling, and productive
lives, and your efforts to combat these dire situations are 
truly appreciated…This forum is an excellent opportunity for 
professional development and networking with your peers 
from across the country.”   – Governor Jay Inslee

With over 700 participants, 70 exhibitors, 80 presentations, and 94 presenters and 
panelists, the NAADAC 2014 Annual Conference & 40th Anniversary Celebration in 
Seattle, WA from September 26–October 1, 2014 was a huge success! Held over four 
days, with additional pre- and post-conference sessions, the conference united counsel-
ors, educators, academians, and businesses to explore the latest trends and issues that 
impact all addiction-focused professionals, build their businesses and networks, celebrate 
NAADAC’s 40th Anniversary and play in the Emerald City.

Here are some of the conference highlights:

Dr. David Mee Lee
David Mee-Lee, MD, a board-certified psychiatrist certified by the American Board 

of Addiction Medicine (ABAM) and the Senior Vice President of The Change 
Companies, has led the development of the ASAM Criteria for the Treatment of 
Substance-Related Disorders since the late 1980s. He is Chief Editor of ASAM PPC-2R 
(2001) and the newest edition of The ASAM Criteria (2013).

In his pre-conference session, Dr. Mee-Lee described the ASAM Criteria—the most 
widely used and comprehensive set of guidelines for assessment, service planning, place-
ment, continued stay, and discharge of people with addictive disorders—and the 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual (DSM) for the Treatment of Mental Disorders of the 
American Psychiatric Association, and highlighted what is new since the last published 
editions. He also focused on skill-building to use the spirit and content of The ASAM 
Criteria and the role of diagnosis in treatment.

Dr. Darryl Inaba
Darryl S. Inaba, PharmD, CADC III, the Director of Clinical and Behavioral Health 

Service at Addictions Recovery Center in Medford, OR and Director of Research and 
Education at CNS Productions, Inc., taught multiple sessions over the course of the 
conference.

Dr. Inaba’s full-day pre-conference session on marijuana educated participants on 
the various forms of cannabinoid substances being used medically and abused recreation-
ally, and discussed the basic pharmacology and toxicology of these substances and how 
they can react with other therapeutic medications.

Dr. Inaba’s keynote gave an overview of treatment options of opiate/opioid use 
disorder in patients with chronic pain, discussing the history of the challenge, the wide 
range of opioid substances currently abused, and the basic neuropharmacology of opioids 

Above: Award winner Claudia Black with Cynthia Moreno 
Tuohy. Below: Award winner Scott Kelley and outgoing 
President Bob Richards gives incoming President Kirk Bowden 
a hug. Right: Attendees salute NAADAC’s 40th Anniversary. 
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and opioid addiction. He continued his teachings on opioids in a later 
breakout session on the hot topic of Naloxone, discussing its proper use 
and the potential pitfalls of using an opioid antagonist in opiate/opioid 
overdose management. Most interesting was a discussion about the use 
of oral nalmefene in Europe to treat alcohol cravings, and the use of 
naltrexone and nalmefene to treat other drug and behavioral 
addiction.

NALGAP’s 35th Anniversary
NALGAP: The Association of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender 

Addiction Professionals and Their Allies celebrated its 35th anniversary 
with an evening reception celebration and a plenary panel discussion 
trac ing the history of oppression and discriminatory practices in the 
delivery of addiction services. Panelists Laura Fenster Rothschild, PhD, 
Philip McCabe, CSW, CAS, CDVC, DRCC, Craig Sloane, LCSW, 
CASAC, Jeff Zacharias, LCSW, CAADC, BRI-I, CSAT Candidate, and 
Raven James, PhD, endorsed treatment that includes a focus on the ef-
fects of stigma, homophobia, and heterosexism, and the core issues af-
fecting LGBT clients, and advocated for the need to maintain a LGBT 
affirming approach to help individuals develop and maintain recovery.

Gambling Track
NAADAC kicked off its successful two-day gambling track with a 

keynote on Problem Gambling and Process Addictions. Maureen Greely, 
President of the National Council on Problem Gambling, led esteemed 
panelists, Charles Maurer, PhD, ABPP, NCGC-II, WSCGC-II, BACC, 
Denise Quirk, MA, MFT, LADC, NCGC-II, CPGC-S, and Jon Grant, 
JD, MD, MP, through a lively discussion comparing process addictions 
to substance addictions and asking how process addictions treatment fits 
into our practices. In addition, panelists taught five breakout sessions 
ranging from covering the basics of screening, assessment, diagnosis, and 
treatment of gambling disorder, the neurobiology of the disorder, psy-
chosocial treatments, and problem gambling programs in tribal 
communities.

Native American Traditions
In homage to the many Indian tribes in the Pacific Northwest and 

Seattle’s Native American heritage, elements of Native American tradi-
tions were incorporated throughout the conference. Conference partici-
pants were treated to the tones and energy of the Native American Stone 
River Drumming circle, who performed at the Opening Reception, 
Kick-off & 40th Anniversary Celebration, the President’s Awards 
Luncheon, and the Closing Ceremony. Especially moving was a special 

ceremony performed during the Awards Luncheon to celebrate and honor 
the lives of addition professionals we have lost in the past year, including 
honorees Alice Kibby, Greg Lovelidge, and David Powell. NAADAC 
Leadership and some attendees participated in another powerful cere-
mony performed during the Closing Ceremony to celebrate transitions 
as NAADAC President Bob Richards handed over the reins to incoming 
President Kirk Bowden.

In addition, Michael Two Feathers, a Lakota Elder and Ceremonial 
Leader for over 20 years, shared his personal experiences in Native 
American Ways of Life and Perceptions in his plenary session The Seven 
Teachings to Live Life in a Good Way. Two Feathers described how his 
spiritual path brought him into the families of Lakota Elders and 
Medicine People, and how focusing on Traditional Wisdom, not only 
provided personal healing, but helped many people improve family rela-
tionships and overcome additions successfully.

Awards
In addition to its educational program, NAADAC presented awards 

to three outstanding individuals for their extraordinary service and 
contributions to the addiction profession.
Lifetime Honorary Membership Award: This award recognizes an indi
vidual or entity who has established outstanding service through a lifetime 
of consistent contributions to the advancement of NAADAC, the addiction 
profession, and its professionals.

This esteemed award was presented to Claudia Black, MSW, PhD, a 
renowned addictions and codependency expert, author and trainer in-
ternationally recognized for her pioneering and contemporary work with 
family systems and addictive disorders. Since the 1970s, Dr. Black’s work 
has encompassed the impact of addiction on young and adult children. 
She has offered models of intervention and treatment related to family 
violence, multi-addictions, relapse, anger, depression and women’s issues, 
and written on and trained in the field of family service, mental health, 
addiction and correctional services.

Dr. Black is currently the Senior Clinical and Family Services Advisor 
for the Las Vegas Recovery Center. She serves on the Advisory Board for 
the National Association of Children of Alcoholics, and the Advisory 
Council of the Moyer Foundation and its development of Camp 
Mariposa, a camp for children impacted by addiction. Her writings and 
teachings have become a standard in the field of addictions. She is the 
recipient of a number of National awards including the Marty Mann 
Award, the SECAD Award, the National Council on Alcohol and Drug 
Addiction Educator of the Year, the 2004 Distinguished Alumni Award 
from the University of Washington School of Social Work, and the 2010 
Conway Hunter Award for excellence in the field of addiction.

The Mel Schulstad Professional of the Year Award: This award is pre
sented to recognize an individual who has made outstanding and sustained 
contributions to the advancement of the addiction counseling profession.

This year’s recipient, Scott Kelley, LCDC, was nominated by the Texas 
Association of Addiction Professionals (TAAP), for his tireless work and 
dedication to his clients and to the profession. Since entering the field in 
1998, Kelley has served thousands of clients through various treatment 
venues, including countless hours volunteering as part of the Texas 
Addiction Peer Assistance Network. He is the President of Summer Sky 
Treatment Center, a past-president of the TAAP’s Waco chapter, and has 
been involved in addiction and recovery advocacy at the national and 
state levels. Kelley hopes to “fight for access to more treatment services 
for those that have no voice, because their addiction leaves them out of 
the conversation.”

W I N T E R 2 014 |  A d v a n c e s  i n  A d d i c t i o n  &  R e c o v e r y  19



The Lora Roe Memorial Alcoholism 
and Drug Abuse Counselor of the 
Year Award: This award is presented to 
a counselor who has made an outstand
ing contribution to profession of addic
tion counseling.

Leigh Kolodny-Kraft, SAP, a 
Licensed Clinical Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse Counselor in New Jersey, was 
nominated for this award for her high 
level of quality work over 15 years 
working with adolescents and adults 
struggling with the disease of addic-
tion. She began her career working 
with clients being discharged from 
correctional facilities, women strug-
gling with prostitution, and the indi-
gent population. She was later instru-
mental in the development of an 
adolescent program for inner city 
youth involved in gang activities in 
urban New Jersey areas and succeeded 
in creating a gang training program 
that became a standard training for all 
staff in her agency. Currently working 
in private practice, Ms. Kolodny-Kraft 
continues her pursuit to help the ad-
diction population work towards a 
brighter future, providing free addic-
tion assessments and treatment for 
shelter clients in Morris County, and 
being active in the professional com-
munity at dispelling myths of addic-
tion and de-stigmatizing addiction.

Missed Seattle?
You can still learn from the best of 

the best on your own time! Materials 
and handouts from over 72 sessions 
are available at www.naadac.org/ 
2014-annual-conference-materials.

Hope to See You in Washington, D.C.!
Every five years, NAADAC com-

bines its Advocacy Conference and 
Annual Conference for a special con-
ference in Washington, D.C. The 2015 
NAADAC Annual Conference will 
take place at Marriott Bethesda North 
from October 9th through October 
12th, with a special Capitol Hill day 
on October 13th. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.naadac.org/
annualconference. We look forward to 
seeing you next year!
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