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NAADAC Continues Working to Address National 
Addiction Professional Credentials 
By Cynthia Moreno Tuohy, BSW, NCAC II, CDC III, SAP, NAADAC Executive Director, Julie Shroyer, MSW, Senior Policy 
Advisor, Polsinelli, and Robert Daley, Legislative Director, Polsinelli

competencies. It is vital that we work to promulgate national credentials 
for the addiction profession to best protect and provide quality and ef-
fective treatment for those we serve. 

Please contact your Representative and ask them to cosponsor H.Res. 
364! We need your voice, and your legislators to support this resolu-
tion! Your representative can add their name to the list of cosponsors 
by contacting Burke Smith in Rep. Dave Joyce’s office at Burke.Smith@
mail.house.gov. 

Cynthia Moreno Tuohy, BSW, NCAC II, CDC III, SAP, is the Executive Director 
of NAADAC, the Association for Addiction Professionals, and has worked as 
an addiction professional for over 35 years. She has been a trainer in Domestic 
Violence/Anger Management and Conflict Resolution for over 25 years as 
well as an international, national and state trainer in a variety of topics. 
Moreno Tuohy is also a curriculum writer in addiction screening and evalu-
ation, counseling methods, conflict resolution, co-occurring disorders, and 
medicated assisted treatment and recovery, and has written articles pub-
lished in national and other trade magazines. She holds a Bachelor’s degree 

in Social Work and is certified both nationally and in the State of Washington.

Julie Shroyer, MSW, is Senior Policy Advisor in the Washington, DC, office of 
Polsinelli, a national law and public policy firm. She has more than 30 years 
of federal health policy experience, including service on Capitol Hill as com-
mittee staff and in senior positions in both the non-profit and private sector. 
A respected advisor to congressional and presidential campaigns, she is 
sought after for her recognized expertise in health care and public policy. 
Shroyer serves on the Board of Directors of House of Ruth, a DC-based non-
profit organization that empowers women, children, and families to rebuild 
their lives and heal from trauma, abuse, and homelessness. She graduated 

from Western Michigan University with a Bachelor’s degree in social work and earned a Master’s 
degree in social work from the University of Michigan. 

Robert Daley is a Legislative Director in the Washington, DC, office of Polsinelli, 
a national law and public policy firm. He has over a decade of public policy 
experience, including serving as an aide to Members of Congress. Daley works 
with a wide range of health care clients to develop legislative strategies, craft 
policy solutions and represent their interests before policymakers in 
Washington. He helps clients navigate and understand changing political 
and legislative dynamics to appropriately adjust their advocacy efforts to 
meet their goals. He has worked to secured favorable client outcomes on 
federal appropriations, as well as legislation to modernize Medicare reimburse-

ments, and reduce opioid prescribing. He is a graduate of American University in Washington, DC. 

At this year’s Advocacy in Action Conference and Virtual Hill Day on 
April 15, NAADAC members from around the country met virtually 
with Congressional offices urging support for a resolution that high-
lights the addiction profession and the requisite knowledge, training, 
competencies, and credentials needed for delivering quality, effective 
substance use disorder counseling. On April 30, 2021, Representatives 
Dave Joyce (R-OH), Tim Ryan (D-OH), Bill Johnson (R-OH), David 
Trone (D-MD), and Paul Tonko (D-NY) introduced H.Res. 364 to 
recognize the contributions of the addiction workforce. 

Access to high-quality, effective treatment and recovery services is 
critical to addressing our nation’s addiction epidemic. Licensure and 
credentialing requirements, however, vary greatly from state to state and 
serve as a barrier to entry, advancement, and retention for this key seg-
ment of the workforce. The COVID-19 pandemic has also accelerated 
the advancement of telehealth as an acceptable form of assessment and 
treatment, so it is more important than ever that we have standardized 
credentials that are able to cross state boundaries and offer the support 
that a mobile society of people in recovery needs to have in their lives.

A standard, recognizable set of addiction professional credentials 
would provide clarity for providers and payers, as well as assurance to 
individuals seeking quality, effective treatment and recovery services 
for themselves or their loved ones. NAADAC is actively working with 
Congress, states, and other stakeholders in the addiction workforce to 
support national credentials that have been developed to ensure stan-
dardized training and education requirements are utilized to educate, 
train, and credential the next generation of addiction professionals. 

The pressure from other disciplines to treat substance use disorders 
without the specific education, training and experience is an ongoing 
assault on the addiction profession. We know that a Master’s degree in a 
counseling profession such as social work, marriage and family therapy, 
and mental health does not confer adequate skills and competencies 
in substance use disorder prevention, treatment and recovery support. 
Yet, in many states, we see counselors in these other disciplines being 
allowed to treat substance use disorder without meeting the TAP 21 
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