
NEVADA: NAADAC Member Elected President of IAAOC
Former Nevada NAADAC affiliate President Larry Ashley, EdS, 

LCADC, CPGC, is the newly elected president of the International 
Association of Addiction and Offender Counselors (IAAOC). The IAAOC 
is an organization of professional counselors and other interested in
dividuals who work in the addictions or forensic/criminal justice fields 
and advocate for the appropriate treatment for such client populations.

ARIZONA: Bowden Receives 
Award From the American 
Counseling Association

Dr. Kirk Bowden, director of Coun
seling and Addiction Studies at 
Grand Canyon, NAADAC President
Elect and a mem ber of the Ad
vances in Ad dic tion and Recovery 
Editorial Ad vis ory Board, was re
cently honored by the American 
Counseling As so ciation (ACA) as 
winner of the Counselor Educator 
Advocacy Award. This award is giv
en to an ACA member or members who have been involved in legis
lative advocacy training and development. Dr. Bowden founded the 
counseling program at Grand Canyon in 2007, is concurrently the 
chair of the Addiction and Substance Use Disorder Program at Rio 
Salado College and is the chair of the Arizona Board of the Be hav io
ral Health Examiners (AzBBHE). The Award was presented at ACA’s 
annual conference in Cincinnati, Ohio.

INDIANA: Affiliate President Lauds Educational Experience
Indiana Association for Addiction Professionals (IAAP) President 

C. Albert Alvarez, LMHC, LCAC, MAC, CGP, reported that participants 
in the affiliate’s 2013 Spring conference called the meeting 
“Fantastic,” “Wonderful Presentation,” “Best Conference Ever” and a 
“Great Educational Experience.” The Spring conference highlighted the 
 latest in brain research and provided a foundational understanding of 
what the addiction recovery profession can do today in conflict resolu
tion in recovery. Cynthia Moreno Tuohy was the trainer for this session.

OHIO: Opioid Death Rate Slows; Much Work Remains
The Ohio Departments of Health (ODH) and Alcohol and Drug 

Addiction Services (ODADAS) announced that while the percent of in
crease in deaths tied to opioid drug overdoses in 2011 was cut in half 
from 2010 (from a 26 percent increase in 2010 to a 13 percent in
crease in 2011), the total number of unintentional poisoning deaths 
in 2011 — 1,765 — is still unacceptably high.

“The slowed increase provides a ray of hope but underscores just 
how much work still needs to be done to free Ohio from the prescrip
tion drug overdose epidemic and the resulting growth of heroin use 
and overdoses,” said Dr. Ted Wymyslo, Director of the Ohio De part
ment of Health. “Prescription drug abuse is a complex substance 
abuse issue and we are attacking on several different fronts.”

In 2011, the year represented by the new data release, Ohio laid 
the framework for slowing the abuse of prescription drug abuse by 
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closing the “pill mills” in southern Ohio and expanding addiction treat
ment options, including accessibility of medicationassisted treat
ment. Other major strategies were implemented in 2012, including 
the development of emergency room and urgent care opiate prescrib
ing guidelines; a pilot Naloxone education and distribution program in 
Scioto County and drug drop box projects in conjunction with ODH, 
ODADAS and the Ohio Attorney General’s office.

For the full analysis of Ohio’s 
drug overdose death data from 
2011, visit www.healthyohiopro
gram.org/vipp/data/rxdata.aspx.

NORTH CAROLINA: NAADAC 
Affiliate Works With Community
Organizations to Block “Stout 21”

Various North Carolina organi
zations and citizens, including 
members of the Addiction Pro 
fessionals of North Carolina, suc
cessfully urged the ABC (Alcoholic 
Beverage Control) Commission to 

reject the approval of the alcohol product, Stout 21, described as a 
“shot in a tube.”

Wanda Boone of Durham Together for Resilient youth (T.R.y) 
 described the concerns: “These products put our lowwealth com
munities in great harm. These communities that already have high 
concentrations of alcohol outlets (convenience stores), increased 
rates of crime and chronic disease [and] do not need another dan
gerous alcoholic product to worsen the myriad problems that exist.”

Reports Ezzell, “This was a seminal moment for APNC. Thanks to 
Phil Mooring and others, we were notified of the issue and quickly 
became part of an effective coalition that went up against the Stout 
21 manufacturers and their team of attorneys. This is how an effec
tive advocacy effort is supposed to work. With this victory, I think 
APNC begins to establish itself as the effective and informed advo
cacy voice of North Carolina substance abuse professionals.”

FLORIDA: WestBridge Summit Leads to the Development of a 
New Co-occurring Disorders Resource

In March, Shirley Beckett Mikell and Cynthia Moreno Tuohy pre
sented a report on cooccurring initiatives to the Learning Community 
on Cooccurring Integration (COSIG Learning Community), a voluntary 
collaboration among states that includes the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), leaders in the field 
of cooccurring disorders and individuals invested in systems level 
change processes. The report’s recommendations were developed 
at a twoday summit of national thought leaders on Cooccurring 
Disorders, hosted by WestBridge in March 2012, in an effort to formu
late a cooccurring disorders scope of practice, competencies and 
future innovations to guide professionals in the delivery of services to 
people who experience cooccurring mental illness and substance 
use disorders. This initiative was cosponsored by NAADAC, Dart
mouth Psychiatric Research Center, Hazelden and SAMHSA.
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