
policies, and regulations are created 
and how they can serve as a catalyst 
for advancing lifesaving drug and 
alcohol policies. 
   The Capitol dome served as the 
backdrop for the second day of the 
conference. Participants started their 
morning with a Congressional brief-
ing in the House Cannon Building 
before meeting with members of the 
House and Senate and their staffers 
to discuss NAADAC’s policy priori-
ties, including increased funding for 
treatment and recovery services, in-

creased funding to the SAPT Block Grant, recognition of standardized 
credentials, and protecting the privacy of individuals with substance use 
disorders. 
      The NAADAC Congressional 
briefing featured Gary Tennis, 
President of the National Alliance 
for Model State Drug Laws and 
Marvin Ventrell, Executive 
Director  of  the Nat iona l 
Assoc ia t ion of  Addict ion 
Treatment Providers (NAATP), 
two prominent figures on the 
topic of ethics and marketing 
practices. Tennis spoke about 
NAMSDL’s Model Patient 
Protection and Treatment Ethics 
Act, designed to put a stop to 
predatory practices designed to 
exploit the resources while ne-
glecting the safety and welfare of 
those who need real treatment.  
Ventrell then explained NAATP’s Quality Assurance Initiative (QAI) 
and its Ethics Code 2.5 for treatment providers. The QAI is a compre-

hensive program designed to deter 
problematic practices, promote best 
practices, protect the consumer, and 
inform the payer and policy-maker. 
The QAI Practice Guidebook, sched-
uled to be published this summer, 
will identify the core competencies 
of treatment center operation and 
provide guidelines for operation. 
Following Tennis and Ventrell’s re-
marks, Congressional staffers from 
the of fices of Representatives 
Katherine Clark (MA-05), Hal 

     NAADAC’s Advocacy in Action Conference in April brought ad-
diction professionals from across the country together in our nation’s 
capital. Over the course of two days, participants heard from key 
Administration officials, Congressional staff, and thought leaders in 
the field. Attendees capped their visit to Washington with a NAADAC 
briefing & full day of meetings on Capitol Hill.
     White House Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) 
Associate Director June S. Sivilli kicked off the conference with an 
overview of the Administration’s efforts to prevent illicit drug use and 
prescription drug misuse, as well as a discussion of the importance of 
improving access to substance use disorder treatment and recovery 
services. Sivilli went on to discuss the Administration’s efforts to build 
medication-assisted treatment (MAT) capacity and the importance of 
investing in the addiction workforce and promoting evidence-based 
practice. 
      Rob Morrison, the Executive Director of the National Association 
of State Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors (NASADAD), provided 

an update on federal funding for substance use disorder treatment and 
recovery programs in FY2020. Israil Ali and Patsy Cunningham from 
the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA)’s Bureau 
of Health Workforce gave an overview of HRSA’s current and upcom-
ing workforce initiatives, and presenter Garth Van Meter, Vice President 
of Government Affairs for Smart Approaches to Marijuana (SAM), 
discussed the debate surrounding the 
legalization of marijuana. NAADAC 
Public Policy Committee Co-Chairs 
Sherri Layton and Michael Kemp and 
Polsinelli Public Policy Advisors Julie 
Shroyer and Tim Casey delivered an 
overview on NAADAC priorities and 
shared key insights on how to build last-
ing relationships with lawmakers on issues 
that matter to the addiction profession. 
Finally, Gary Tennis, President of the 
National Alliance for Model State Drug 
Laws (NAMSDL), explained how 
NAMSDL’s model drug and alcohol laws, 
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Rogers (KY-05), and David Joyce (OH-14) provided critical insights 
on the 116th Congress and its commitment to issues impacting sub-
stance use disorders.
     After the briefing, conference goers made their way through the 
halls of the Capitol to visit their respective House and Senate lawmak-
ers. Attendees emphasized the importance of supporting the addiction 
workforce, including the need to secure funding for the Substance Use 
Disorder Workforce Loan Repayment program established by the 
Substance Use-Disorder Prevention that Promotes Opioid Recovery 
and Treatment (SUPPORT) for Patients and Communities Act (P.L. 
115-271). The program incentivizes students to pursue substance use 

disorder treatment professions 
by providing student loan relief. 
Without full funding for the new 
program, championed by 
Representatives Katherine Clark 
(D-MA-05), Hal Rogers (R-KY-
05), the addiction workforce and 
the individuals we serve will 
never see the benefits of this 
impor tant  pol icy  v ictor y. 
NAADAC advocates urged 
Congress to allocate $25 million 
in federal funding for the pro-
gram in Fiscal Year (FY) 2020. 
     Conference attendees also 
encouraged lawmakers to sup-
port allocating federal funds for 
other important programs, in-
cluding $14.7 million in funding 

for the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration’s 
(SAMHSA) Minority Fellowship Program (MFP), which supports 

diversity in the behavioral health workforce, and $8.6 billion in fund-
ing for the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) to 
assist with the administration of the National Health Service Corps 
(NHSC) loan repayment program to improve access to addiction treat-
ment in rural communities. 
      Addiction professionals on the Hill also cautioned lawmakers against 
eroding important privacy protections for individuals with substance 
use disorder history. Attempts 
to align 42 CFR Part 2 and 
HIPAA regulations were hotly 
debated in the 115th Congress 
and attempts to revisit the issue 
are under way in the new 
Congress as similar legislation 
has been introduced in the 
House (H.R. 2062). NAADAC 
took this opportunity to educate 
congressional staff on the unin-
tended consequences of such a 
law, including that it discour-
ages individuals with substance 
use disorders from seeking treat-
ment out of concern that their 
history may be shared without 
their permission. NAADAC also 
emphasized the importance of 
recognized credentials for the addiction workforce that recognizes 
standards of education, training, and practice that are addiction-spe-
cific. 
      Advocacy in Action participants gained valuable skills and moved 
the needle on key policy items that will inevitably be debated this year 

o n  C a p i t o l  H i l l . 
NAADAC plans to har-
ness the energy and 
momentum from the 
conference to affect 
positive gains for the 
addiction workforce 
and for those living 
with substance use dis-
orders.  
      For more informa-
t ion  on  the  2019 
Advocacy in Action 
Conference, please visit 
www.naadac.org/advo-
cacy-conference.  We 
hope to see you at the 
2020 Advocacy  in 
Action Conference next 
Spring!

Tim Casey is a policy advisor at Polsinelli.  He has a proven record of 
leadership in advancing the federal priorities of national associations, 
corporations, consumer organizations, and nonprofits. On Capitol Hill, 
Casey is a trusted resource to Members of Congress and their staff. 
Casey’s experience in the House and Senate combined with his time as 
a senior lobbyist for prominent health care organizations offers clients 
sound policy advice, strategic political counsel, and a keen instinct for 
delivering on key priorities before Congress and the Administration.
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