
■ MEMBERSHIP

Each year, NAADAC and its members celebrate 

and honor people and organizations that have 

achieved excellence in the treatment, recovery, 

prevention, medical and educational sectors of 

our addiction profession over the past year. 

Awards are given in seven categories and will be 

presented during NAADAC’s 2015 Annual 

Con ference in Washington, D.C. at the Presi-

dent’s Awards Luncheon. It is important to 

recognize and honor the distinguished services, 

accomplishments, and contributions of these 

indi viduals and organizations to continue to 

elevate and motivate the profession.NAADAC 

affiliates are encouraged to nominate any cur-

rent state awardees for national recognition.

Award Categories
The Addiction Educator of the Year 

Award recognizes an adjunct or full-time col-
lege/university professor who has contributed 
through academia to the addiction profession 
through mentoring students/student chapters, 
colleagues or addiction professionals and/or by 
providing ongoing research or other contribu-
tions that grow, enhance, advocate and educate 
for the addiction profession.

NAADAC Annual Awards & Nomination Process
By Jessica Gleason, NAADAC Director of Communications

The Lifetime Honorary Membership 
Award recognizes an individual or entity who/
that has worked in the addiction profession for 
at least 25 years, has established through re-
search, publications, presentations or by other 
means the significance of the addiction profes-
sion and its professionals, had demonstrated 
leadership, service, and contributions to addic-
tion profession, and has supported NAADAC’s 
mission, vision and Code of Ethics.

The Lora Roe Memorial Alcoholism and 
Drug Abuse Counselor of the Year Award 
recognizes a counselor who has made an out-
standing contribution to the profession of ad-
diction counseling. To be eligible for this award, 
nominees must: be currently employed as an 
addiction counseling professional, and actively 
working as a counselor for not less than three 
years prior to receiving the award; be an active 
NAADAC member in good standing (the in-
dividual must be a voting member as opposed 
to an honorary or nonvoting member); have 
worked with clients (patients) for a sustained 
period with individual or group contact that 
fosters recovery from addiction disorders; pref-
erably, be certified, registered or licensed as an 
addiction professional, although these qualifica-
tions are not mandatory; and have demon-
strated to the satisfaction of one’s peers full 
compliance and support of NAADAC’s Code 
of Ethics.

The Medical Professional of the Year 
Award recognizes medical professional who has 
made an outstanding contribution to the ad-
diction profession. To be eligible for this award, 
nominees must: be currently employed in the 
addiction profession and actively working as 
such for a minimum of three years prior to re-
ceiving this award; hold licensure as a Medical 
Doctor, Registered Nurse, Licensed Practical/
Vo ca tional Nurse in their respective state; be an 
active NAADAC member in good standing 
(i.e., the individual must be a voting member as 
opposed to an honorary member or nonvoting 
member); be working with clients/patients for 
a sustained period with individual or group 
contact that fosters recovery from addiction 

disorders; and have demonstrated to the satis-
faction of one’s peers full compliance and sup-
port of NAADAC’s Code of Ethics.

The Mel Schulstad Professional of the 
Year Award recognizes an individual who has 
made outstanding and sustained contributions 
to the advancement of the addiction counseling 
profession.

The Organizational Achievement Award 
recognizes an organization that has demon-
strated a strong commitment to the addiction 
profession and particularly strong support for 
the individual addiction professional. To be eli-
gible for this award, nominees must have been 
in existence for at least five years and cannot be 
affiliated with any other organization or com-
pany that sells, distributes or supports the 
consumption of alcoholic spirits or illicit 
substances.

The William F. “Bill” Callahan Award 
recognizes sustained and meritorious service at 
the national level to the profession of addiction 
counseling. To be eligible for this award, nomi-
nees must have a minimum of fifteen years in 
the addiction counseling profession or related 
administration, and possess a strong dedication 
to the addiction profession as demonstrated by 
involvement in and commitment to a variety of 
key organizations.

Nominating Information
Any NAADAC member in good standing 

may nominate any eligible individual NAADAC 
member for any of the above individual awards. 
Current members of the NAADAC Executive 
Committee are ineligible for all awards. To 
nominate an eligible addiction profession for a 
NAADAC award, please submit (1) a letter of 
recommendation stating how the nominee 
fulfills the award criteria; (2) at least three let-
ters of support from three different sources 
(individuals, organizations, or agencies); (3) 
nominee’s resume; and (4) a completed 
NAADAC Recognition and Awards Nomi-
nation Form. To nominate an eligible organiza-
tion for the NAADAC Organizational Achieve-
ment Award, please submit (1) a letter of 
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rec om mendation including a detailed descrip-
tion of the nominated organization and how 
the organization has supported the addiction 
profession; (2) at least three letters of support 
from three different sources (individuals, orga-
nizations, or agencies); and (3) a completed 
NAADAC Recognition and Awards Nomi-
nation Form.

The NAADAC Recognition and Awards 
Nomination Form requires the nominee to sign 
a statement acknowledging that he/she meets 
all of the eligibility criteria for the particular 
award and has “demonstrated to the satisfaction 
of one’s peers full compliance and support of 
NAADAC’s Code of Ethics throughout [his/
her] professional career.” For access to the 
NAADAC Recognition and Awards Nomi
nation Form and the specific eligibility criteria 
for each award, please visit www.naadac.org/
recognition-and-awards.

All award nomination packets must be 
received by April 30, 2015 for consideration 
by the NAADAC Awards Committee.

To nominate an individual or organization, 
please send the recommendation letter, support 
letters, resume, and NAADAC Recognition 
and Awards Nomination Form signed by the 
Nominee to:

NAADAC, the Association for Addiction
 Professionals
Attn: Awards Committee Chair
1001 N. Fairfax St., Ste. 201
Alexandria, VA 22314

Materials may also be faxed to the NAADAC 
Awards Committee (Attn: Director of Op er-
ations) at 800.377.1136 or sent by e-mail to 
naadac2@naadac.org (please put “NAADAC 
Awards” in the subject line).

NAADAC does not pay for travel to the 
venue of acceptance. If the award winner cannot 
attend the presentation, the award will be sent 
to the recipient. For additional information, 
please contact NAADAC by email naadac2@
naadac.org (please put “NAADAC Awards” in 
the subject line).

Jessica Gleason is the Director of Com-
munications for NAADAC, the Association 
for Addiction Professionals. She is respon-
sible for NAADAC communications, mar-
keting, public relations, and all digital 
media, including the NAADAC website and 
social media. She is the Managing Editor 
for NAADAC’s official publication, Ad-
vances in Addiction & Recovery maga-

zine, and editor of NAADAC’s two ePublications, the bi-weekly 
Addiction & Recovery eNews and weekly Professional 
eUpdate. Jessica holds a Juris Doctorate from Northeastern 
University School of Law in Boston, MA and a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Political Science from the University of Massachusetts 
at Amherst in Amherst, MA.
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