




Mark Your Calendar:
Advocacy in Action Conference, March 8–10, 2009

Whether Obama or McCain Wins the White House, NAADAC Members Will Make Addiction a Priority
Himilcon Inciarte, NAADAC Government Relations Intern

NEWS FOR PROFESSIONALS

In seven short months, NAADAC members will gather to 
help shape the nation’s addiction policy at the Advocacy in 
Action conference. Co-sponsored with the National Association 
for Treatment Providers (NAATP) the summit will enable ad-
diction professionals from across the nation to receive briefings 
on addiction-related legislation. Perhaps of equal importance, 
the three-day conference (Mar. 8–10) at the Crystal City 
Doubletree Hotel in Arlington, Va., will provide attendees with 
the opportunity to advise their members of Congress on the 
importance of addiction prevention, intervention, treatment 
and recovery support.

Lawmakers on Capitol Hill need to hear from addiction-
focused professionals about the importance of government 
support for addiction treatment. The stigma and lack of knowl-
edge surrounding addiction continues to prevent the govern-
ment from taking action where it’s needed. Despite the incred-
ible progress made toward ending insurance discrimination, 
much work remains to be done on issues like federal funding 
for addiction prevention, treatment and aftercare, workforce 

development and veterans’ health care.
If members of Congress do not know that addiction is treat-

able and that people can and do recover, they have no reason 
to address the problem. This is why active participation and 
advocacy are essential, especially from the professionals who, 
on a daily basis, help combat a disease that affects over 23 mil-
lion Americans.

“As addiction professionals, we have a responsibility to edu-
cate the public — including those we’ve elected to Congress 
— about treatment and recovery. Advocacy in Action is so 
important because it gives us the tools and training to ensure 
that we are heard and valued by decision-makers,” says Gerry 
Schmidt, MA, MAC, NAADAC Public Policy Committee co-
chair.

Advocacy in Action recognizes the important role of coun-
selors in the advocacy process. The conference is designed to 
provide attendees with briefings on current legislation, trainings 
in advocacy techniques and the opportunity to put their new 
knowledge and skills into action by meeting with lawmakers. 
In 2008, Advocacy in Action featured Rep. Jim Ramstad (R-
Minn.), Rep. Danny Davis (D-Ill.), Addison Davis of the U.S. 
Department of Defense, in addition to numerous other nation-
ally recognized leaders and advocates from both in and out of 
government.

“No matter who wins the election in November, NAADAC 
has to be ready to bring its message to Washington early on, 
so we have a powerful impact throughout the next administra-
tion,” says Daniel Guarnera, NAADAC Government Relations 
Liaison. “Advocacy in Action 2009 is the perfect opportunity 
to set the tone for the next four years.” Guarnera can be reached 
with any questions about the conference at daniel@naadac.org 
or 800.548.0497. Additional information will also be available 
at www.naadac.org.

Himilcon Inciarte is a rising junior at Williams College, where 
he is pursuing a double major in Anthropology and Mathematics. 
He is currently the Government Relations intern for NAADAC, 
the Association for Addiction Professionals.

Save the
Date!
WHAT: 

Advocacy in Action '09
WHEN: 

March 8 – 10, 2009
WHERE: 

DoubleTree Crystal City Hotel • Arlington, Va.
WHO: 

Everyone who wants to positively affect addiction 
policy in America
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2008 Advocacy in Action Conference Sponsors

We would like to thank the following sponsors for generosity and support.



“For more than 30 years, NAADAC has been the leading advocate for 
addiction services professionals. Our association’s purpose is to help develop 
the skills and enhance the well being of professional alcoholism and 
drug abuse counselors.”

—Roger A. Curtiss, NCAC II, LAC, NAADAC President 2004–2006

NOTE: $6 of your membership dues have been allocated to the magazine and this amount is non-deductible. NAADAC estimates that 8% of dues payment is not deductible as a business expense because of NAADAC’s lobbying activities on behalf of members. Dual 
membership required in NAADAC and state affiliate. You will receive services upon receipt of application and payment; please allow 4–6 weeks for initial receipt of publications. Membership in NAADAC is not refundable. From time to time, we share our members’ postal 
addresses with other companies who provide services that we feel are a benefit to the addiction professional. We carefully screen these companies and their offers to ensure that they are appropriate and useful for you.                                  NN08/08

JOIN ONLINE AT WWW.NAADAC.ORG

NAADAC NEW MEMBER APPLICATION

		  Full	 Partial
State	 Professional	 Associate	 Associate	 *Student

Alabama	 $110	   $89	   $73	 $57.50
Alaska	 $120	   $99	   $83	 $67.50
American Samoa	   $85	   $64	   $48	 $42.50
Arizona	 $120	   $99	   $83	 $47.50
Arkansas	   $85	   $64	   $48	 $42.50
California	 $185	 N/A	 $148	 N/A
Colorado	 $135	 $114	   $98	 $57.50
Connecticut	 $135	 $114	   $98	 $57.50
Delaware	   $95	   $74	   $58	 $50.00
Dist. of Columbia	 $135	 $114	   $98	 $57.50
Florida	 $135	 $114	   $98	 $57.50
Georgia	 $145	 $124	 $108	 $62.50
Guam	   $85	   $64	   $48	 $42.50
Hawaii	 $105	   $84	   $68	 $42.50
Idaho	 $110	   $89	   $73	 $42.50
Illinois	 $115	   $94	   $78	 $47.50
Indiana	 $135	 $114	   $98	 $67.50
Iowa	 $115	   $94	   $78	 $47.50
Kansas	 $180	 $159	 $143	 $90.00
Kentucky	 $110	   $89	   $73	 $47.50

❑  YES, I want to join my colleagues as a member of NAADAC. I understand that by 
    joining I will also become a member of the NAADAC affiliate in my state or region.

❑  Ms.  ❑  Mr.  ❑  Dr.   Name

❑  Home or  ❑  Work Address  (Provide your preferred address for all NAADAC mailings)

City		  State/Province	 Zip/Postal Code	 Country

Work Phone 			   Home Phone

Email (Required to receive NAADAC’s bi-monthly newsletter, NAADAC News.)	 Fax

❑  YES, sign me up for the e-LAN (e-mail Legislative Alert Network; an e-mail address is required).

NOTE: From whom and where did you hear about NAADAC_____________________

____________________________________________________________________

FEE COMPUTATION
Membership (see below for your state’s fee)	 __________
Donation to the NAADAC Education and Research Foundation	 __________
(tax deductible) The NAADAC Education and Research Foundation 
(NERF) is a registered 501(c)3, non-profit organization focusing 
on the promotion of education and research for the addiction services.
Donation to the NAADAC Political Action Committee (PAC)**	 __________
The NAADAC Political Action Committee (PAC) helps educate 
lawmakers to understand the priorities of addiction services professionals.

❑  $300 – President’s Alliance Member	 ❑  $200 – Champion
❑  $100 – Leader 	 ❑  $50 – NAADAC Advocate
❑  $_______ Other

Donation to the NAADAC Building Campaign	 __________
(tax deductible)

❑  $500 – President’s Club	 ❑  $200 – Executive Club
❑  $100 – Director’s Club	 ❑  $75 – Patron
❑  $50 – Sponsor	 ❑  $_______ Other

                            TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED	 __________

PAYMENT INFORMATION
❑  Check (payable to NAADAC) in the amount(s) of $ ______________ enclosed.

**�If you are paying NAADAC dues by company check, you must enclose a SEPARATE 
PERSONAL check, made payable to NAACAC PAC.Contributions to the NAADAC PAC 
are optional and are not tax deductible.

Please charge $ ______ to my  ❑  Visa  ❑  MasterCard  ❑  American Express

Account Number 				    Exp. Date

Signature

MAIL YOUR APPLICATION WITH CHECK TO:
NAADAC

1001 N. Fairfax Street, Suite 201
Alexandria, VA 22314

FAX YOUR APPLICATION WITH CREDIT CARD INFORMATION TO:
800.377.1136 or 703.741.7698

		  Full	 Partial
State	 Professional	 Associate	 Associate	 *Student

Louisiana	   $85	   $64	   $48	 $42.50
Maine	 $115	   $94	   $78	 $50.00
Maryland	 $125	 $104	   $88	 $62.50
Massachusetts	 $130	 $109	   $93	 $54.50
Michigan	 $140	 $119	 $103	 $60.50
Minnesota	   $85	   $64	   $48	 $42.50
Mississippi	 $130	 $109	   $93	 $65.00
Missouri	 $105	   $84	   $68	 $40.00
Montana	 $115	   $94	   $78	 $47.50
Nebraska	 $117	   $96	   $80	 $54.50
Nevada	 $115	   $94	   $78	 $55.00
New Hampshire	 $115	   $94	   $78	 $47.50
New Jersey	 $135	 $114	   $98	 $52.50
New Mexico	 $115	   $94	   $78	 $47.50
New York	 $145	 $124	 $108	 $62.50
North Carolina	 $120	   $99	   $83	 $49.50
North Dakota	 $115	   $94	   $78	 $52.50
Ohio	 $120	   $99	   $83	 $57.50
Oklahoma	   $85	   $64	   $48	 $42.50

		  Full	 Partial
State	 Professional	 Associate	 Associate	 *Student

Oregon	 $120	   $99	   $83	 $67.50
Pennsylvania	 $110	   $89	   $73	 $57.50
Puerto Rico	   $85	   $64	   $48	 $42.50
Rhode Island	 $125	 $104	   $88	 $57.50
South Carolina	 $120	   $99	   $83	 $52.50
South Dakota	 $110	   $89	   $73	 $52.50
Tennessee	 $105	   $84	   $68	 $42.50
Texas	 $145	 $124	 $108	 $62.50
U.S. Virgin Islands	  $85	   $64	   $48	 $42.50
Utah	 $130	 $109	   $93	 $57.50
Vermont	 $135	 $114	   $98	 $62.50
Virginia	 $135	 $114	   $98	 $52.50
Washington	 $125	 $104	   $88	 $42.50
West Virginia	 $120	   $99	   $83	 $50.00
Wisconsin	 $125	 $104	   $88	 $42.50
Wyoming	   $85	   $64	   $48	 $42.50
International	 $100	 N/A	 N/A	 N/A

*Proof of status MUST accompany application
NAADAC dues are subject to change.		      6/08

http://www.naadac.org
http://www.naadac.org


NEWS FOR PROFESSIONALS

New Organizational Members Join NAADAC
NAADAC Welcomes Members from California, Idaho, Michigan and Washington, D.C.

Donna Croy, NAADAC Director of Member Services

California
Aspen Education Group is recognized nationwide as the 

leading provider of education programs for struggling or under
achieving young people. As the largest and most comprehen-
sive network of therapeutic schools and programs, Aspen offers 
professionals and families a setting that best meets a student’s 
unique academic and emotional needs. Aspen’s services range 
from short-term intervention programs to residential treatment 
and include a variety of therapeutic interventions including 
boarding schools, wilderness therapy, residential treatment, 
special needs summer camps and weight loss programs. Both 
parents and professionals can find exceptional programs for 
troubled children, teenagers and young adults at Aspen Educa-
tion Group.

For more information, visit www.aspeneducation.com or 
contact the Aspen Education Group, 17777 Center Court Dr. 
N., Ste. 300, Cerritos, CA 90703, phone: 888.972.7736.

Serene Center is a continued care transitional sober living 
community for recovering alcoholics and recovering addicts in 
early recovery that wish to transition into a fulfilling lifestyle 
without cravings for addictive substances. Serene Center helps 
people help themselves to a better quality of life through licensed 
therapy, education and balanced center living guidance.

For more information, contact the Serene Center Inc., 1215 
E. 4th St., Long Beach, CA 90802-7518, phone (toll free): 
866.973.7364 or 562.366.3557, fax: 562.366.3586, email: 
help@serenecenter.com or visit www.serenecenter.com.

Idaho
Founded in 1976, The Walker Center is a non-profit organi

zation with a mission to provide a comprehensive range of 
chemical dependency treatment services, which deliver quality, 
cost effectiveness and accessibility in a superior atmosphere of 
healing that promotes a clear vision of honesty, open-minded-
ness and willingness in order for those they serve to continually 
make progress toward self discovery and truthful awareness. 
The Walker Center’s commitment extends not only to their 
clients but to their families and their communities. Their belief 
is that family involvement in treatment is extremely beneficial 
and in some cases crucial to recovery. The Walker Center’s 
Family Program includes an enlightening, three-day experience 
offered during each resident's stay.

For more information, contact the Walker Center, 605 11th 
Ave. E., Gooding, ID 83330, phone: 800.227.4190 or 
208.934.8461, through the Idaho Relay Service for the Hear-
ing Impaired: 800.377.3529, email: help@thewalkercenter.org 
or visit www.thewalkercenter.org.

Michigan
14,000 residents of the City of Detroit enter substance abuse 

treatment programs yearly. Nearly 70 percent of these indi-
viduals completing substance abuse treatment relapse. As a 

result of this high recidivism rate, the City of Detroit Bureau 
of Substance Abuse Prevention, Treatment and Recovery gave 
birth to the Detroit Recovery Project.

The Detroit Recovery Project, Inc. (DRP) strengthens, 
rebuilds and empowers communities affected by alcohol and 
drug addiction and helps other underserved populations. DRP 
supports individuals in identifying and resolving barriers to 
achieving a healthy and productive drug-free lifestyle. One of 
the primary roles of the Detroit Recovery Project is to address 
barriers to long-term recovery. One such barrier is family devel
opment. The recovering person returning to their home after 
treatment oftentimes has to address issues concerning his or 
her substance use as well as their on-going sobriety in relation 
to their family. In order to support the recovering individual 
in facilitating this process, the DRP has implemented an inno
vative, best-practice program designed for families of recover-
ing persons. The Strengthening Recovering Families Program 
(SRFP) aims to provide family support and skills training to 
increase cohesiveness and to strengthen the family unit. As a 
result of this program, risk factors for substance abuse, depres-
sion, violence and aggression as well as school failure will have 
decreased and family resiliency will have increased.

For more information, contact Andre Johnson, President/
CEO, Detroit Recovery Project, Inc., 1151 Taylor, Ste. 417A, 
Detroit, MI 48202, phone: 313.876.0770, fax: 313.876.0913, 
e-mail: ajohnson@detroitrecovery.org.

Washington, D.C.
The Johnson Institute brings a long tradition of activism 

by people with long term addiction recovery to reduce the 
barriers to wellness for all those afflicted and affected by alco-
hol and drug problems. Renowned for Dr. Vernon Johnson’s 
pioneering intervention practices, the Johnson Institute today 
executes a three-part strategy to engage society in a view of 
addiction disease from the recovery perspective. First, the In
stitute mobilizes individuals and families with successful recov-
ery experiences to become active, effective voices for change. 
Knowing the power of story, the Institute equips these activists 
with education, tools and resources to fight for practice and 
policy change. Second, the Institute targets local systems and 
tools. We train activists to organize the recovery movement 
locally, educate local opinion leaders, establish local congrega-
tional team ministries and establish local funding resources. 
Third, we teach ways to merge passion and science to produce 
moving and effective messages to move people, institutions 
and society to proven and effective solutions to America’s ad-
diction epidemic. We believe science points the way. We believe 
faith overcomes.

For more information, contact the Johnson Institute, Ex-
ecutive Office, 613 Second St., NE, Washington, DC, 20002, 
phone: 202.662.7104, www.johnsoninstitute.org.
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Have an event we should know about? 
Contact 800.548.0497, ext. 122 or e-mail anne@naadac.org.

2008–2009 UPCOMING EVENTS

August 27, 2008 Pre-Conference Session: NAADAC Annual 
 Conference

Earn up to 6 continuing education credits at the 
pre-conference session: Integrating Motivational 
Styles, Strategies and Skills with Pharmacotherapy.
Overland Park, KS (Greater Kansas City)
More details at www.naadac.org or contact NAADAC at 
naadac@naadac.org or 800.548.0497.

August 28–31, 2008 NAADAC Annual Conference held in association 
 with the Kansas Association of Addiction 
 Professionals (KAAP) and NALGAP, The Association 
 for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender Addiction 
 Professionals and Their Allies

Earn up to 33 continuing education credits at the 
conference sessions.
Overland Park, KS (Greater Kansas City)
More details at www.naadac.org or contact NAADAC at 
naadac@naadac.org or 800.548.0497.

September 1–30, 2008 Recovery Month
More details at www.recoverymonth.gov.

September 6–13, 2008 NCAC I, NCAC II and MAC Testing Period
The Professional Testing Company administers testing 
for the NAADAC National Certification Commission.
More details at www.ptcny.com/clients/NCC.

September 19, 2008 NAADAC Open House
Visit the home of the nation’s largest professional 
association for those focused on addictions.
11 am to 2 pm
More details at www.naadac.org or contact NAADAC at 
naadac@naadac.org or 800.548.0497.

September 20, 2008 Addiction Professionals Day
Join with others throughout the nation in 
recognizing the important role of addiction focused 
professionals.
More details at www.naadac.org or contact NAADAC at 
naadac@naadac.org or 800.548.0497.

October 15, 2008 NCAC I, NCAC II and MAC Application Deadline for 
 Dec. 6–13 Exam Period

More details at www.ptcny.com/clients/NCC.

December 6–13, 2008 NCAC I, NCAC II and MAC Testing Period
The Professional Testing Company administers testing 
for the NAADAC National Certification Commission.
More details at www.ptcny.com/clients/NCC.

March 8–10, 2009 Advocacy in Action Conference
Washington, D.C.
Get involved and help shape the views of the nation’s 
lawmakers. The NAADAC/NAATP Advocacy in Action 
conference will focus on legislative issues affecting 
the addiction-focused professionals and treatment 
providers.
More details at www.naadac.org or contact NAADAC at 
naadac@naadac.org or 800.548.0497.

NAADAC Education and 
Research Foundation
1001 N. Fairfax Street, Suite 201
Alexandria, VA 22314
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